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In the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. . 


1-26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Currently amended) An apparatus for solid-nha se synthesis comprising: 

a) a centrifuge comprising a rotor rotatable about an axis of rotation which [[ holdo in 
a fixod position]] includes at least one reaction vessel [[ titled away jfrom ]] aran angle witt^ 
respect to said axis of rotation so that an open end of said at least on e reaction vessel is not tilted 
toward said axis of rotation, said at lea^t one reaction vess el including a solid-phase support 
secured thereto and adapted for solid-phase synthesis ; and 

b) a waste reservoir connected to the bottom of said centrifuge to hold liquids 
expelled from said reaction vessels. 

28. (Currently amended) An apparatus for solid-phase synthesis comprising: 

a) a centrifuge comprising a rotor rotatable aboat an axis of rotation which [[ holds in 
gfixod position ]] includes at least one reaction vessel [[ titled away fr^oni ]] at an anslc with 
respect to said axis of rotation so that an open end of said at least one react ion vessel is not tilted 
toward said axis of rotation, said at least one reaction vessel including a solid-phase support 
secured thereto and adapted for sohd-phase synthesis : and 

b) a waste reservoir connected with a lube to said centrifuge to bold liquids expelled 
from said reaction vessels, 

29. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 27 or 28 wherein said rotor 
comprises a plurality of holders, each holder designed to hold at least one microtiter plate at said 
angle . 
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30. (Previously presented) An apparatus according to claim 27 or 28 fiaither . 
comprising a liquid distribution system. 

31 . (Previously presented) An ^paratus according to claim 30 wherein said liquid 
distribution system is integrated into the centrifuge. 

32. (Previously presented) An apparatus according to claim 27 or 28 further 
comprising a computer. 

33. (New) An apparatus according to claim 27 or 28 wherein said angle is a fixed 
angle with respect to said axis of rotation. 

34. (New) An apparatus according to claim 33 wherein said fixed angle is tilted 
outwardly so that an open end of said at least one reaction vessel is pointed away from said axis 
of rotation. 

35. (New) An apparatus according to claim 27 or 28 wherein said sohd-phase 
support is firmly attached to an interior surface of said at least one reaction vessel. 

36. (New) An apparatus according to claim 27 or 28 wherein said sohd-phase 
support is a modified interior surface of said at least one reaction vessel. 

37. (New) An apparatus according to claim 36 wherein said at least one reaction 
vesseJ is a microtiter plate fimctionahzed as a solid-phase support for said solid-phase synthesis. 

38. (New) An apparatus according to claixri 27 or 28 wherein said at least one 
reaction vessel is not tilted toward said axis of rotation during rotation. 


AMENDMENT AND REPLY 

Received from < HIS 398 3249 > at 9)25/03 2:1S:00 m [Eastern Daylight Time] 


3 of 11 


(1120164) 


09/25/2003 11:20 FAI 1 415 



3249 


DOR SEY & WHITNEY LLP-SF 


I2I007 


Attorney Docket No. A-6885I-J/RMSA^EJ 
PATENT Attorney Maner Ko. 469249-00162 

Application No. 09/493 J4) 

39- (New) An apparatus comprising: 

a) a c?entrifuge comprising a lotor rotatable about an axis of rotation which includes 
at least one reaction vessel at a fixed angle tUted with respect to said axis of rotation so that an 
open end of said at least one reaction vessel is pointed away from said axis of rotation; and 

b) a waste reseivoiT connected to said centrifuge to hold Uquids expelled from said 
reaction vessels. 

40. (New) An apparatus according to claim 39 wherein said waste reservoir is 
connected to the bottom of said centrifiige- 

41 . (New) An apparatus according to claim 39 wherein said waste reservoir is 
connected with a tube to said centrifuge. 

42. (New) An apparatus according to claim 39 wherein said rotor comprises a 
plurality of holders, each holder designed to hold at least one microtiter plate at said fixed angle. 

43. (New) An apparatus according to claim 39 forther comprising a liquid 
distribuidoa system. 

44. (New) An apparatus according to claim 43 wherein said liquid distribution 
system is integrated into the centrifiige. 

45. (New) An apparatus according to claim 39 further comprising a computer. 

46. (New) An ^paratus according to claim 39 wherein said at least one reaction 
vessel further comprises a sohd-phase support ads^ted for soUd-phase synthesis. 

47. (New) An apparatus according to claim 46 wherein said solid-phase support is 
fimily attached to an interior surface of said at least one reaction vessel, 
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48. (New) An apparatus according to claim 46 wherein said solid-phase support is a 
modified interior surface of said at least one reaction vessel. 

49. (New) An ^paiatus according to claim 48 wherein said at least one reaction 
vessel is a microtiter plate fimctionalized as a solid-phase support for said sohd-phase synthesis. 
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